THE FAIREST
FLOWER OF PARADISE

CUNWOERLTITIRR DN THE LITANY
gF THE JFLENED TIEGN, EN-
RICMEP WITH FXLAMFLTE DRAWH
Fed THE LYEw Or THE RAIHTY

AT

VervRev. ALEXIS M. LEFPICIER, O.5. M.
Consaltor off tha Baornd Comsdatortal Congragsibng, abe.

EENGECEN ([BRO T i

Lolbon
BURNE CATES & WASHEQUENE LTD.
| ] DIEE.;'.HI} STREET 14 PATERNCHETER BOW
-1 E G

ART AT MANCEEITER, AENMONLEGW AHOD GLABMOW
I



Tmpriml Polest.
ALDYHIH M, TABANELLY, {1 8.M.

Frior dwmerwl

bl hetat.
ABTHUR J. SCANTL AN, 8.T.D.
Ty Llrparms

Tmprimatar.
SEATRICKE J. BATES, NI,

drchirhap o New Fork

e Youx, Jows B3, IB9T

Corramanr, 1890, v Boxmem Beoresd
Prixkd 11T 8 A,

FREFACE

T WAH on the vecamion of the Aftiath gnnl-
vereary of the dogma of the Immaculate Con-
ception that the idea Hivmt occurred b0 me of
writing a popular work un the Litwoy of Loreto.
This Litzoy bea been held 1o henor throughout
the Chorch for many centorien: it i daily recited
by millons of the faithfal, and hae even bevcomse

- pn integral part in acme of our pohlic acts of

worship. We have therefore thooght that it
wonld Dot be oot of place to ingoire into ita doc-
trinal meaning, mnd to give to light the froits of
oar atudies for the edification of the Christian
preople.

For it seemed to ue that while gthera on thie
great ocrarion werm offering to Mary profonml
aod erudite treatises, this tender Mother world
none the lema deign to accept @ work, nnworthy
ndeed of her, bot yet g pledge of bopmillean Jove
ol gratitade.

Eotouraged by this hope, we set oorself to
the task, gad were presentis sprprieed to pee
bhow cesy it Ia, by the applicetion of eimple
principles, to Lrace io these lovocations gll the
myaleries of tha 1ile of the Blewmed] Yirgin: her
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excellences, her privileges, and ber sotrows  In
reciting the Litapy, the faithfvl, marbap un-
congcionaly, go over the whole feld of Marfan
thealogr,

An every ope knows, MAary acenpdea o nnilgoe
poeition v the sconomy of the vniveras.  Her
divine Maternity haa raleed her high above all
ereatures, evet the wery angela: ghe by the epdt.
owe of God's works and through the Inear-
natlon of the Wopd, rbe o in aome sort bound
ta the Most Holy Triolty by the tioe of parent-
age. Now, the full tale of albl these privileges
aod eplepdors s, Lo vur opfuion, suoosd ap 1o
the Lilabgy of Loreto, that Litaoy which le, an it
wera, the Christian poopk's byms lo hoenor of
Mary, thelr dadlr iribute of pralse and love ta
thiv divine Mother

Morcorer, & ploua custom has been universally
introddeed, of boworlog Mary io a special men-
per duriog the mooth of May., Ia waby places
tie pradsesorthy custom eblatue of & course of
smetmots abont the Bleassd ¥Virgln, in which the
préroputives and the myaterles of her mortal e
ate-dwelt upen.  Rut although it s camy 1o speak
aboot Mary, it is oot equally eaay ko Ao so o A
ftting maooer. Faor this there {a reguimed 0
profonad koowledge of Catbolic doctrive, suoce
in Mery are to b tound the perfectiocoe of the
enlire oniverse: rather we rhoold say that in
Murian theglogy the whole depealt of {Thristian
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fuith wod morality in some way or another Hea
hid.

It beboven tua, thepefore, Lo rive the moat faith-
ul and exoaet otferance, to all that concerne the
Muother of God. I indeed the Chuceh cares, as
with a holy jealousy, ghout Mary'a bonor, if the
name of thle Boly YVirglo Je 1o the mouth of oll
the Iaithfal, i ber sanctuaries are apreed over
all the earth, in a word, If Mary is that Womnan
et2n in the Aporalyptlie vislon, “clothed wich the
gut, wxud the moon wiader ber feet and ow Jer
head a erown of twelve stara,” *—16 it not Biting
that we should sirive our atmest (o xtody anod
kuow her ai ghe 10?7 In studviog Mary we study
Jesnz, we contemplabe the IToly Trioity, we
weditate oo prace, the steranenta and onr last
opd, bevewsr 1o all the sorke of Gad, Marr iclde
ber pabighed place: " The Laotd posseosed me o
the beginning of Bik waye, before He made any-
thing froim the Begioning™*

Conefdering, thercfore, that every point of
Chreiatian decirice 1p after some fashion oom-
prised i Mary, geod that one of the most efica-
c¢iuw mezos {0 promote the Chrislian life, s
o propoee to Lhe faithfol the wizmple of the
diviae Mathet, we have thought il prodtabie o
write o poptilar work, hoving foe its foundation
the werien of invocatione containd in the Litaoy
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of Loreto, Io thim work the whole Mardan (e
clegy ir briefly set forth, while at the Rame time
the principal dogman of onr Faith and the moral
dnties of the Christian are brought t5 mind,

Wilh thin jo view, we have deemad it advisable
to follow the Iogical mequence jm oor (realment
of what belongs to the Eleased Virgin, spplring
e each smbject that Inwgeation which appoears
mort Giting. Bince, however, several of thess
tnvocatlons are in fart bot diferent expremslone
of one ided,’ we have been ohliged, in order to
aroid trezting the aame subfect tadee, to adapt Bo
eome of therm, themes which at Grat sight may
ot Appear (o correepond with them very exactly,
thomgh in renlity there I no notable diseTep-
auey,

To the papal invoeationy we hare added that
which i propsr to the Ownder of Barvants of
Mary, Keqira Serrorum fuorum—"0Queen of Thy
Bervoapta,” en intocation wileh hae aforded ue
the oppertonily of speaking aboot the ropsl dig
nity whirh here biow inweats every Chrivtiabn
who devoot]ly serven the Florisus Molher of God.

Aol now, gE to our design io wriling this Tt
bouk, wé may asy that it hae been to collesk in
ga¢, noder the heading of the invocations of the
Litany of Lerets, whythoever belompgm to the
Moat Holy ¥Virgin, in ita relption to the Jdogtmsa
of faith and the precepta of Christing moralicy,

1 For aamepls “Hait Torpis o Finpfoa™ asd =iweea of Taplas'
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Without entering inte subtle pointa of the
ologr which, nsefol enoagh in their pwn proper
time and place, would be little apprecietsd by
ordinary Christiaus, we bave endeawored o
weave & parland of all that |8 most beaudtol and
at the pame thiee of the greatest practicel utility
in Mary's Life. This Woman withont peer ia by
far the felrest Bower of hearen, a Bower of g0
rweet perfome, that only to breathe ite fragronce
pufficez to 411 the soul with purest dellght.  The
apiritoal enjoyment derdwsd from 4 more Intlmate
Enowledge of Mary, s ample recotapenae for the
Iabor aof study.

With p ¥iew to meking the present little work
servicenhle tn many, we have appended Lwo
tablen: the firrt conteiniog the traditisesl order
of the invocations of the Litany of Lomta with
the {itler of the diferent subjects wa have allot-
ted to each: the secoml presenting the same aub-
jecta prranged in logical sequence. Thin lattar
tahle mar be weed by those who, whethar For
their awn privete gtody, or with s view to giving
public inatroctions, prefer to bave a complete aad
wallordered conrse on all thoee matters which
regard the Moal Holy Yirgin.

Those whi wish (o make gse of thin book for
the porpose of Anding therein Aubjecta for coa-
farencens or sermong doring the month of May,
can make choice of those tovorations which seem
hest calenlated to mret the neede of their acdl-
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ence,  For the rent, the subjects are Ind=pendent
one of the other, and taken ecparately will per-
haps e foond of vale for oecasional ssTmons,

We lay down thix litke book et the feet of the
Immecalats Vieghn, with the amdent longibg
that sbe oy twcoms more and more Enowo and
Inved. There in oo surer o shorker way to Jesus
thin the koowledge and love of Mary, Who
acever wonld fod Jeoom most eeek Him gt
Mary's hands, for it in written of the Mgagi that
they found Him oowhere elpe except in Hin
Mother's arms.  Inveneruat pueret cum Maria
Matre apual

1 et O I
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AL the Axme
Of that falr fewer, whem Joly [ ioroke
Poth moro snd ere, my sl with all her might
Collerted, oo the poodlicst ardogr Exd”
Dapte, Parad., Capte Tl

{Cary's Tramlstion)

Hely Mury

FREDESTINATION AND HAME OF MART

Ty name apd tAy remembronot are the de-
wre of ey sl F iy doul kath dexired thee ih 2he
wighf i1e. TXYI, £9.)

0D, bharing decreed that He woold be
cim Man [or the galvation of the human
race, at the suma time declied that He would
b&r burn of a woman, se thet He might not only
w liké wote os by ogture, hyt, Forthermore,
be cne of oor race
For the f(olfliment of hin designe, the Most
Hirh had fhosan from all sternliy a creatore
whom He -frerly predestipated to the soblime
digmily of Mother of the Wonl, and lkewise to
e the reclplent of zll those prevogalises of
oefure 2ud grace which so high an ol requlires
For thle ennp: God silled to ealpe Lhis privileged
creatore, oot only mbore all men, bot alse abore
all the cholrs of angels, We nead not wonder,
then, If s> noble & woman wanm, from the very
beglening, Ty reamon of the greet myatery to be
aecomplished in ber, the object of the divine com-
placency:  “The Lord possessed me in the hegin-
H
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niog of Hiz ways, before Hé mida anything fromn
the eplnaing

Admire and adore, () my sonl, with ell pos-
stble humillty, the justice and mercy of {iod'a
wars Hemder thanke to this great Lord, for
having deigned {0 predestine a simple creatore,
of like oature with thypelf, to »o high a dignity.
At the pame time psk of Him grace to be comn-
tetited god qolet in the place He han nssigned
thee npon this sarth, and remember thit the
conditione of boman IHfe atw all by Hin dieponal -
B0 that to wish Lo allar thetn i to desire the owep
throw of the sowial opier, which afiar all s
Ged's owe work,

It wam resasonable to expect that the name of
8 woman privileged am Mary wan, should eom-
pgrebend do its meaning the oflre to which she
wis called, and the lofty privileges resalting
frot thie office,

Thig blegsed Neme had ben proootneed by
God tn the very act of predeatining this wonder
fal creators, Further, we thar belleve that Ha
Himself suggented 11, by an intertor snepiration,
tr the parents of this favored Child, when the
tinte of ber birth bed come. Thin name in tho
dame of Mary, It may mcan three things:
govereigoty, bittermess, and resiatance; thres

L Fuor. T, M.
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idean which reprepent the principa]l prerogalives
of our glerivns {ueen.

Io the frel place, Mary, by becoming Mother
of the lorarnete Word, became alse sovarelgn
gnd mistresn of the oodverse, Forthermore,
pitice mhe wos destlosd by Gud to eodpernt= wilh
Jerna Chrird in the ransom of the human mce,
abe had to muffar the greatest tormenis which n
phre ceealure ever endored.  Laatly, by virtoe of
her Immecplate Conception, she wgpa the first
prreco to Ahzke off the nobkallowed yoke of the
eril one, and thus in her own person to offer to
Ghed the Arst frofits of the Redempiioe. The
Kame of Mary, therefore, ia ai one time syoony-
moug with her onrivaled greatness, her fathom-
lenn perrows, and her splendid victories,

Blessed and holy Name! Thou ars to my sonl
g epurve of bonadiess jor: sweeter than honey
to the taete: more pleadiog to the car than the
roet exguisite melody.

" aa

The tost holy Neme of Mary, leined to that
of Jesom, poescases a kidden power which pota
to Aight the demon, and f1la the poul of him whe
gitetn it i levicg fafth, with sonsolation and
bope. It |8 & ceriein fect tbet Aod hes at-
tached a benacficent power of sanctificatlon and
Life to the devout witerog of these two Names
by the faithlul, and ihis preclsely becanss: Jesna
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and Mary ara the dearewt objects of His love

it is, then, the duty of every geod ChristHan
freqrently to prooouonce thess two holy Names
with faith, hope end reverence, 'We shonld call
apon them in our peedn, and Jo gl in oar power
to prevent their noworthy paage hy the lipg of
the profane Ales'! why la it that Names ao
great, rg holy and gt the Aame time go dear to oor
hearts, are oftentimes made the hutt of scorn and
raillery!

0 my (i, may thy great and awfal Name
be ever kallowed in fbeee of Jesos, my Bayionr,
and Mgry, Hin Hlesped Mether! 1o them, we
find our life and our salvetion!

ExaMPILE

THE ABYEN HOLY FOUNDTERR

In the thirteenih veéntory, when the persecn-
tion carried on by Frederick II was ragiog
apeinwt the Church, there liwnd in Flomtooe seren
illustrious men who, oeited by the bonds of Chrie-
tign charity, strove o make their lives conform
wa far an pomdble to the dictaten of evangelical
perfection. Om the Feast of the Amsumption of
the Blessed Virgio, 1233, when they were
abaorbed io praver in the Laodeal ¢hapel, Mary
berself Aeigned to appear among them, iowiting
them to abandor al] thinge and dedicate thetm-



